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shews how improbable it is that much poetry should be preserved by tradition.'
One of the company suggested an internal objection to the antiquity of the poetry said to be Ossian's, that we do not find the wolf in it, which must have been the case had it been of that age.
The mention of the wolf had led Johnson to think of other wild beasts; and while Sir Joshua Reynolds and Mr. Langton were carrying on a dialogue about something which engaged them earnestly, he, in the midst of it, broke out, ' Pennant tells of Bears—' [what he added, I have forgotten.] They went on, which he being dull of hearing, did not perceive, or, if he did, was not willing to break off his talk; so he continued to vociferate his remarks, and Bear, (' like a word in a catch' as Beauclerk said,) was repeatedly heard at intervals, which coming from him who, by those who did not know him, had been so often assimilated to that ferocious animal1, while we who were sitting around •could hardly stifle laughter, produced a very ludicrous effect. Silence having ensued, he proceeded: ' We are told, that the black bear is innocent; but I should not like to trust myself with him.' Mr. Gibbon muttered, in a low tone of voice, ' I should not like to trust myself with you' This piece of sarcastick pleasantry was a prudent resolution, if applied to a competition of abilities3.
Patriotism having become one of our topicks, Johnson suddenly uttered, in a strong determined tone, an apophthegm, at which many will start: ' Patriotism is the last
1  See ante, ii. 76.
2  ' Of Gibbon, Mackintosh neatly remarked that he might have been cut out of a corner of Burke's mind, without his missing it.'   Life of Mackintosh, i. 92.   It is worthy of notice that Gibbon scarcely mentions Johnson in his writings.   Moreover, in the names that he gives of the members of the Literary Club, 'who form a large and luminous constellation of British stars,' though he mentions eighteen of them, he passes over Boswell.   Gibbon's M,isc. Works, 1.219.    See also post, April 18,1775.
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